
 

LATEST NEWS  

As the world’s busiest cruise port, Port Canaveral continues to drive growth in the global cruise 
industry with a record number of cruise guests, major infrastructure investments and an ever-
increasing lineup of next-generation ships homeported on the Space Coast.  Here’s a look the 
latest news for 2026 and beyond: 
 
World’s Busiest Cruise Port  
Port Canaveral earned the distinction as world’s busiest cruise port in the world, surpassing 
PortMiami with a record 8.6 million cruise guest movements in FY 2025 – the highest in the Port’s 
history and a 13 percent increase over the previous year.  Port Canaveral currently serves as the 
homeport for 18 ships across seven leading cruise brands operating more than 1,000 sailings 
annually. The Port is on pace for a record 9 million cruise guest movements in FY 2026. 
 
Planning for the Future  
To meet increasing demand, the Port is making significant infrastructure investments, including 
upgrading existing cruise terminals, deploying new technology and expanding parking facilities, 
part of the Port Canaveral Advantage, a nearly $1 billion capital improvement program. The 
upgrades include a new 13-story, $93 million parking garage  that will add an additional 3,732 
parking spaces, bringing the total number of spaces to nearly 17,500.  
 
Extensive renovations are underway at Cruise Terminal 5, targeted for completion by December 
2026, roughly a year earlier than scheduled. The upgraded terminal will be roughly 65 percent 
larger, with expanded U.S. CBP facilities and luggage areas, additional cruise guest seating, a 
refurbished entrance and exterior façade, upgraded crew and employee areas, and renovations 
to existing elevators/escalators, and mechanical, electrical, and HVAC systems.  
 
In preparation to accommodate some of the industry’s largest ships, renovations to enhance the 
guest experience at Cruise Terminal 10 will begin this fall and will include a larger security 
screening area, additional space in the luggage laydown area and more.  
 
Driving Growth  
With its convenient location, modern facilities, easy access, and friendly, customer-focused 
approach, Port Canaveral has become the port of choice for some of the cruise industry’s newest 
and largest ships. Guests sailing from Central Florida will have even more exciting choices in 
2027 with the addition of two of the cruise industry’s most anticipated new ships – Carnival Cruise 
Lines’ Festivale in May and MSC’s World Atlantic in November. 
 
LNG Leader  
Ever the pioneer, Port Canaveral – the first North America homeport to accommodate cruise ships 
powered by liquefied natural gas (LNG) – is currently home to five LNG-powered ships: Disney 
Cruise Line’s Disney Wish and Disney Treasure, Carnival Cruise Line’s Mardi Gras, and Royal 
Caribbean’s Utopia of the Seas and Star of the Seas. By 2027, Port Canaveral will be home to 
eight LNG-powered ships with the addition of Carnival’s Festivale, MSC Cruises’ World Atlantic, 
and Princess Cruises’ Star Princess. 
 
Additional information, videos and more are available at PortCanaveral.com/Seatrade. Be sure 
to stop by Port Canaveral’s Booth #469! 

### 

http://www.portcanaveral.com/seatrade
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